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The third Emergency Connectivity Fund (ECF) Program application filing window closed on Friday,
May 13,2022,at 11:59 p.m. ET.

During the third application filing window, eligible schools and libraries were able to request ECF
Program supportfor eligible equipment and up to 12 months of services that will be received or
delivered betweenJuly 1, 2022 and December 31,2023 for off-campus use by students, school staff,
and library patrons with unmet needs. Please see the Public Notice (DA 22-309 ) for additional
information about the third application filing window, the service delivery date, and invoice filing
deadline applicable to equipment, other non-recurringservice, and recurring service requests
submitted duringthis filing window.

Key Reminders

Duplicate Funding Certification — ECF rules do not permit applicants to receive duplicative support for
the portion of the servicesand/or equipment that have already been reimbursed through other federal
or state programs. Applicants must certify on the ECF FCC Form 471 that they have not received
funding through another federal or state program for the services and/or equipment for which they
are applying for ECF support. Please ensure that you are able to certify to the accuracy of this
statement prior to submitting the ECF FCC Form 471.

SAM.gov Transition From DUNS to UEI

On April 6,2022,the FCC released Public Notice DA 22-371 which announces the transition from the
Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number to the Unique Entity Identifier (UEI). At this time,
only entities that receive direct payments or disbursements from the FCC must obtain a UEIl and
complete full entity registration in SAM.gov, including for the ECF Program. Most organizations who
participate and receive paymentsin the ECF Program should have already registered with SAM.gov. If
you are submitting requests for reimbursement for the ECF Program, you are required to registerin
SAM.gov and already have a UEL No further action is required; USAC will reach out directly to these
ECF participants if needed. If you will be submitting requests for reimbursement for the ECF Program
and have not completed your registration in SAM.gov, you should do so now.


https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=d2886eac28fbc345505874b3bdf72b74a02df94d4c8bca61653711935b31911827aaf5ccacf9aaa810a3fc96d493c94ced50ad9362776092
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=d2886eac28fbc345dbe22ecf21950bcab3c0606cff1192273608a432e5db1129459fadff273bc23a893c10ac2ebe3224dc4cd1c4fa6cf41a

If you need help obtaining a UEI or have additional questions, please visit the Contact USAC page to
contact USAC’s Customer Service Center (CSC) for the ECF Program.

Frequently Asked Questions

If demand in the third application filing window exceeds available funding, how will funding requests
be prioritized?

In the eventthat demand exceeds available funding during any ECF application filing window, ECF
funding requests will be prioritized based on an applicant’s E-Rate discountrate for Category One
services, adjusted to provide a five percentincrease for rural schools and libraries. This means that
those schools and libraries entitled to a higher E-Rate discount rate will receive fundingahead of those
entitled to a lower discountrate, as reflected in the discount matrix provided in section 54.1708(c) of
the ECF rules.

As such, if prioritization is required, for ECF applicants applying in the third window that have a
validated E-Rate discount, USAC will rely on the applicant’s current Category One E-Rate discount rate
(adjusted for rurality, if applicable) based on the number of students eligible for free and reduced
lunch through the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) to prioritize the review and processing of ECF
applications received in the third application filing window.

Applicants were permitted to provide updated information regarding their Category One E-Rate
discount rate in the narrative box on the their third window application. (This information will be
validated as part of the application PIA review process). For ECF applicants applying in the third
window that have not participated in the E-Rate program (and, therefore, do not have a validated E-
Rate discount rate), USAC will validate their discount rate duringthe PIA review process.

What if my school or library does not have a validated E-Rate discount because | don’t participate in
the E-Rate program?

If your school or library does not have a validated E-Rate discount, please be preparedtorespond
quickly to requests to validate a discount rate, including providing documentation to support the
discount rate. Failure to respond promptly could result in your ECF application not being reviewed.

What information should we use to answer the fourth unmet needs survey question?

In response to the fourth unmet needs survey question about how many students will be provided a
connected device, abroadband connection, or both a connected device and a broadband connection
with the ECF Program fundingrequested, schools that applied during the third window needed to
provide the number of students that they will provide connected devices, broadband connections, or
both with the ECF funding requested during the third application filing window. There was no needto


https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=d2886eac28fbc34554bc011978790c2b4271193fe445c753a764372b8c2ba98d389e02ab5e5c1ad7a8aa3741e39cc7e61f787a8bccf96057

reportthe number of students that were or will be provided equipmentand/or servicesthrough a first
or second window committed funding requeston a third window application. If you already
responded with information that includesall three application windows, you may requestto modify
your unmet needs survey responsesin the ECF Portal during the PIA review process or through a Post-
Commitment Requestif the funding requesthas been committed.

ECF Requests for Reimbursement Reminders of the Week

Check out our Request for Reimbursement ECF FCC Form 472 (BEAR) Checklist and Request for

Reimbursement ECF FCC Form 474 (SP1) Checklist for step by step guidance on what to do after
you receive a Funding Commitment Decision Letter.

Check SAM.gov Registration — We remind applicants and service providers, who agree to invoice on
behalf of the applicant, to ensure your SAM.gov information and registration is updated and active. If
you will be submitting ECF requests for reimbursement (i.e., ECF FCC Form 472 or ECF FCC Form 474)
and have not completed or updated your SAM.gov registration, please do so now. You may use this link
to complete or renew your SAM.gov registration: https://sam.gov/content/home . SAM.gov
registrations must be renewed on annual basis. If not renewed, the account will be deactivated.

Following these reminders and tips will help streamline the review and processing of your ECF
request(s) for reimbursementand can help you receive the funds more quickly. Requests for

reimbursementwill be reviewed and processed on a rolling basis.

For more remindersand tips regarding requests for reimbursement, please visit the Reminders and
Tips page on the ECF Program website.

For More Information

Please review the FCC’'s Emergency Connectivity Fund FAQs, which it continues to update as new

questions come in.

More detail on the ECF Program is available in the FCC Order that established the Emergency

Connectivity Fund Program. To learn more, please visit EmergencyConnectivityFund.org and sign up for

Emergency Connectivity Fund Program emails .

Applicants and service providers can also contact the Emergency Connectivity Fund Customer Support
Center (CSC) with questions at (800) 234-9781 Monday — Friday from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. ET, or submit a
case in the ECF Portal.

We appreciate your interest in the ECF Program and look forward to your ongoing engagement as we
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work together to close the Homework Gap!

Need Help? Contact Us!

Please contact the Emergency Connectivity Fund Customer Support Center (CSC) at (800) 234-9781
or create a case in the ECF Portal.



